MODERN TURKEY
CHAPTER I
GENEEAL INTRODUCTION
By eliot grinnell mears 1
Before I finish writing of the confused memories I have of the com-
mencement of my life I wish to speak of another ray of sunshine—a
sad ray this time—that has left an ineffaceable impression upon me,
and the meaning of which will never be clear to me.
Upon a Sunday, after we had returned from church, the ray appeared
to me. It came through a half-open window and fell into the stairway,
and as it lengthened itself upon the whiteness of the wall it took on a
peculiar, weird shape.
Years passed; I became a man, and after having been among many
people and experienced many adventures I lived for an autumn and
winter in an isolated house in an unfrequented part of StambouL It
was there that every evening at approximately the same hour, a ray
of sunshine came in through the window and fell obliquely on the wall
and lit up the niche (hollowed out of the stone wall) in which I had
placed an Athenian vase, And I never saw that ray of sunlight without
thinking of the one I had seen upon that Sunday of long ago; nor
without having the same, precisely the same sad emotion, scarcely
diminished by time, and always full of the same mystery.
—pierre loti, "Story of a Child."
" Modern Turkey " is interpreted by the author to com-
mence in July, 1908, when the terrible power of the
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